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Where and what is the future for REGIONAL AUSTRALIA  

 

The place of regional Australia in the national agenda will come under scrutiny at the SEGRA 

(Sustainable Economic Growth for Regional Australia) national conference being staged in Alice 

Springs this week. 

Over 250 delegates from across regional, rural and remote Australia are converging on in Alice 

Springs this week to debate current issues affecting regional Australia, and propose actions and 

policies to ensure regional Australia continues to be  an integral part of the broader national agenda.  

In a clear statement of the government’s commitment to regional Australia , the Deputy Prime 

Minister and Minister for Infrastructure and Regional Development Mr Warren Truss MP will be 

attending and  speaking at the conference on Wednesday 8 October. 

SEGRA brings together over 90 speakers from across regional Australia, action agendas for this 

year’s conference include:  A national conversation on regional policy, Connecting with Australia’s 

Social Capital, design thinking,  , innovation and entrepreneurship , revisioning single industry towns, 

and Geotourism and the national landscape . 

“SEGRA plays a vital role in connecting people from across regional Australia who together 

contribute to achieving Australia’s national priorities “ said national Convenor Ms Kate Charters.   

“ People in regional Australia are passionate about their region and dedicated to achieving best 

practice economic, community and environmental development practice to the places in which they 

live” 

“Regional Australia continues to have  a great capacity for innovation and  being prepared to look at 

things differently – in part a consequence of  distance and isolation but it also a reflection of their 

ability to problem solve, work together for common goals and share knowledge generously” said Ms 

Charters. 

“Planning, policy and development  for Australia needs to stay attuned to the opportunities for 

regional Australia as part of the national narrative,” said Ms Charters. 
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SEGRA has been speaking out for regional Australia for 18 years. It is a critical forum where regional 

development practitioners, industry, researchers and government bring together their combined 

knowledge on regions from across Australia.  After the conference a Communiqué ‘Speaking up for 

Regional Australia’ will capture some of the key proposals and initiatives and will be widely available. 

A full conference program, including speakers abstracts and bios  is available at www.segra.com.au 

 

-Ends- 

Wednesday, 8 October 2014 

Connecting Regional Australia to Future Opportunities 

 

9:45am – 10:30am 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

National Conversation for Regional Policy  

 

Facilitator: Prof. Geoff Cockfield, Professor in Government 

and Economics, Faculty of Business, Education, Law and Arts, 

University of Southern Queensland and Founding Member of 

SEGRA 

 

Topics under the spotlight include:  

 Insights into the Royalties for regions program.   

 Infrastructure nodes and networks  in regional Australia.   

 Local investment and human capital investment   

 Food and our agricultural resource base 

 Centralism and local contexts 

 

 

11:00am – 11:30pm Connecting with Australia’s Social Capital 

Peter Kenyon, Director, Bank of I.D.E.A.S 

http://www.segra.com.au/
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Almost 20 years ago, the passionate social commentator and activist, 
Eva Cox AO, as part of her 1995 ABC Boyer Lectures gave us this gem 
- "Social capital should be the pre-eminent and most valued form of any 
capital as it provides the basis on which we build a truly civil society. 
Without our social bases we cannot be fully human. Social capital is as 
vital as language for human society." While the concept of social capital 
retains its intellectual fascination, there has been very few systematic 
initiatives in Regional Australia to use relationship building as the 
fundamental building block for building healthier and stronger regional 
economies and communities. Relationships matter immensely. Social 
networks are an invaluable asset. 

In this presentation, Peter Kenyon will seek initially to demystify the 
concept and definition of social capital within the context of regional 
development. Then utilising  rural stories and examples, he will share a 
number of practical strategies and actions for repositioning the 
centrality of social capital building in regional development through the 
five critical and interrelated elements and processes of - 

 civic engagement 

 neighbourliness (trust, reciprocity and inclusiveness) 

 asset mapping 

 collaboration and network weaving 

 leadership and community builder development 

 

Thursday 9 

October 

 

Strategies for Regional Australia 

9:00am – 10:00am 

 

Designing an Approach to Wicked Problems 

Mo Fox, Director, Studio Thinking 

Mo Fox is a creative strategist and true hybrid thinker; an 

accomplished artist with an extensive corporate background in 

advertising and strategy who consults, speaks, writes and trains 

in the area of wicked problems, creativity and design thinking. 

Mo is the creator of Welcome to Wicked™ and Studio Thinking®, 

methodologies that fuse art principles with business strategy to 

achieve commercial business results by teaching people how to 

think differently and leverage their innate creativity – the secret 

to having a true competitive edge.  

 

 

 

10:00am – 10:45am Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Regional Australia 

Colin Kinner, Director, Spike Innovation  

The startup sector worldwide is undergoing a Cambrian 
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explosion, with the low cost and ubiquity of building blocks for 

high-growth, technology-enabled startups leading to 

more entrepreneurs tackling global markets than at any time in 

history. At the same time, the importance of location has 

diminished to the point that high-growth startups can be created 

from anywhere on the planet. 

Over the last two decades many regions around the world have 

recognised that innovation and entrepreneurship are important 

drivers of economic growth, and a growing number of private and 

public sector bodies have responded by launching programs to 

invest in the creation and support of high-growth companies. 

Australia has not kept pace, and is now playing a game of catch-

up in catalysing and supporting high impact entrepreneurship. 

This session will discuss the importance of entrepreneurship and 

innovation as a part of the economic development strategy for 

regional Australia, and outline several initiatives that can be put 

in place to accelerate regional Australia’s transition to a 

knowledge-intensive economy. 

 

1:30-3:30 pm 

 

 

The evolution of Australian towns: what history might tell 

us 

and 

Networks, Hubs and Nodes: history, geography and money 

Geoff Frost, Regional Research Leader, Bureau of 

Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 10 

October  8:30-

12:30  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting it done for Regional Australia 
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Geotourism and Australia National Landscapes: enhancing 

regional development strategies  

Facilitator Angus Robinson 

Geotourism is emerging as a new global phenomenon which 

fosters sustainable tourism based upon landscapes. Thus 

geotourism is ‘sustainable tourism which focuses on an area's 

geology and landscape as the basis for providing visitor 

engagement, learning and enjoyment'. 

 

Now Australia’s National Landscape Program, a joint venture of 

Tourism Australia and Parks Australia, represents a significant 

national long term strategic approach to tourism and 

conservation and aims to highlight the value of our remarkable 

natural and cultural environments as tourism assets, improving 

the quality of visitor experiences in those regions, and in turn, 

increasing support for their conservation. The development of the 

National Landscape Program offers regional development 

authorities the opportunity to collaborate with park agencies to 

enhance the quality of the tourism infrastructure, visitor 

information, and overall visitation from both domestic and 

international markets. 

 

The target market for Australia’s National Landscapes Program is 

the Experience Seeker market. With its integrative focus on 

landscapes as a whole, the development of geotourism within 

each landscape offers the opportunity to align with the core focus 

and sustainable development of each landscape region, thus 

fulfilling the expectations of these ‘Experience Seekers’. There 

are currently 16 designated iconic National Landscapes around 

Australia, one of which is ‘Australia’s Red Centre’ which includes 

the attractions of Alice Springs. 

 

However, Australia is well endowed with other areas embracing 

diverse landscapes and geology. An enhanced appreciation of the 

overall offering of the geotourism experience will assist all 

Australian regions in adding more value to tourism for regional 

development imperatives. 

 

 

How to design fund and sustain regionally significant 

projects 

Robert Prestipino, Director Vital Places 

 

This workshop will reveal the Regional Solutions Framework, a new 

principle-based implementation tool reflecting the latest insights and 

trends impacting on the design, funding and sustainable implementation 
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of regionally significant ‘catalyst’ projects.   

The Regional Solutions Framework (RSF) and the AAA+ process was 

developed after SEGRA 2013 in response to the challenges confronting 

regional Australia in the 21st Century.  

The RSF is an innovative approach for regional leaders and change 

agents to ‘walk the talk’ of building more prosperous and vibrant 

regional communities. 

 

The Southern Cross University have undertaken to fund a research 

program into this initiative led by A/Prof. Jeremy Buultjens and Dr. 

Grant Cairncross.   

 

 

  

 

SEGRA 2014 is proudly supported by Desert Knowledge Australia, the Northern Territory 

Government, Regional Development Australia – Northern Territory, Kimberley, Wheatbelt WA, 

Midwest Gascoyne, Far north Queensland and Torres Strait, Far North, Pilbara, Goldfields 

Esperance, and Bendigo Bank.  

 

To arrange interviews with speakers please contact conference convenor Ms Kate Charters on 0408 

882871. 

For  interviews about SEGRA ,  please contact Professor  Geoff Cockfield, Founding member of 

SEGRA, (04) 0949-0073  

 

SEGRA Secretariat 
GPO Box 2301, BRISBANE, Q 4001 
Phone: (07) 3210 0021Fax: (07) 3210 0044 
WEB: www.segra.com.au/segra 
Email: info@segra.com.au 
Attention: News Editors / Chief of Staff 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

http://www.segra.com.au/

