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Geotourism - a globally emerging opportunity for regional Australia. 

Geotourism is emerging as a new global phenomenon which adds an additional 

dimension to sustainable tourism, the national Sustainable Economic Growth for 

Regional Australia (SEGRA) conference in Alice Springs was told today. 

“Geotourism focuses on an area's geology and landscape as the basis for providing visitor 

engagement, learning and enjoyment in developing Australia’s National Landscape 

Programme”, said Angus M Robinson, Chair of the recently established Geotourism Forum of 

the peak industry association, Ecotourism Australia Ltd. 

Australia’s National Landscapes, established through a joint venture of Tourism Australia and 

Parks Australia, represents a significant national long term strategic approach to tourism and 

conservation, and aims to highlight the value of our remarkable natural and cultural 

environments as tourism assets, improving the quality of visitor experiences in those regions, 

and in turn, increasing support for their conservation.  

 

Mr Robinson said, “The further development of the National Landscapes concept offers regional 

development authorities the opportunity to collaborate with park agencies to enhance the 

quality of the tourism infrastructure, visitor information, and overall visitation from both 

domestic and international markets, particularly from the emerging growth market of China.” 

 

The target market for Australia’s 16 National Landscapes is the ‘Experience Seeker’ market. With 

its integrative focus on landscapes as a whole, the development of geotourism within each 

landscape offers the opportunity to align with the core focus and sustainable development of 

each landscape region, thus fulfilling the expectations of these ‘Experience Seekers’. 

 

Jaclyn Thorne, Steering Committee Chair of Australia’s Red Centre’ National Landscape (and 

General Manager, Tourism Central Australia) explained how National Landscapes serves to 

position the Red Centre as an iconic experience. Chris Day, A/Director of Central Australian Parks 

of the NT Parks and Wildlife Commission, spoke of the role of national parks in the national 

landscapes mix. 

 

The ‘Red Centre’ includes the numerous quality attractions of Alice Springs. Paul A Chee ‘Ngala’, 

Director of the Alice Springs Desert Park and Chris ‘Brolga’ Barns of the Kangaroo Sanctuary, also 

in Alice Springs, offered individual perspectives of how National Landscapes can enhance their 

‘nature-based’ attractions . 
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“Because Australia is also well endowed with other areas embracing diverse landscapes and 

geology, the overall offering of the experience which be of assistance to all Australian regions in 

adding more value to tourism for regional development imperatives “, said Mr Robinson 

SEGRA has been speaking out for regional Australia for 18 years. It is a critical forum where 

regional development practitioners, industry, researchers and government bring together 

their combined knowledge on regions from across Australia. After the conference a 

Communiqué ‘Speaking up for Regional Australia’ will capture some of the key proposals 

and initiatives and will be widely available. 

A full conference program, including speakers abstracts and bios is available at  

www.segra.com.au 

-Ends-  

Angus M. Robinson 

Chair, Geotourism Forum, Ecotourism Australia Ltd 

Angus Robinson is speaker in Best Practice 5 - Great Ideas for 

Regional Australia and Facilitator of Strategies at SEGRA 2014 

Geotourism and Australian National Landscapes – Enhancing 

Regional Development Strategies 

 

Abstract 

Geotourism is emerging as a new global phenomenon which fosters 

sustainable tourism based upon landscapes. Thus geotourism is 

‘sustainable tourism which focuses on an area's geology and 

landscape as the basis for providing visitor engagement, learning 

and enjoyment'. 

 

Now Australia’s National Landscape Program, a joint venture of 

Tourism Australia and Parks Australia, represents a significant 

national long term strategic approach to tourism and conservation 

and aims to highlight the value of our remarkable natural and 

cultural environments as tourism assets, improving the quality of 

visitor experiences in those regions, and in turn, increasing support 

for their conservation. The development of the National Landscape 

Program offers regional development authorities the opportunity to 

collaborate with park agencies to enhance the quality of the 

tourism infrastructure, visitor information, and overall visitation 

from both domestic and international markets. 

 

 

 

The target market for Australia’s National Landscapes Program is 

the Experience Seeker market. With its integrative focus on 

landscapes as a whole, the development of geotourism within each 

landscape offers the opportunity to align with the core focus and 

sustainable development of each landscape region, thus fulfilling 

http://www.segra.com.au/
http://www.segra.com.au/segra_casestudies.html#casefive
http://www.segra.com.au/segra_casestudies.html#casefive
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the expectations of these ‘Experience Seekers’. There are currently 

16 designated iconic National Landscapes around Australia, one of 

which is ‘Australia’s Red Centre’ which includes the attractions of 

Alice Springs. 

 

However, Australia is well endowed with other areas embracing 

diverse landscapes and geology. An enhanced appreciation of the 

overall offering of the geotourism experience will assist all 

Australian regions in adding more value to tourism for regional 

development imperatives. 

 

Biography 

Angus is an exploration geologist by profession and training. After 15 

years recently in ‘hi-tech’ industry development roles, including as 

the inaugural general manager of the Australian Technology Park and 

Chief Executive of a manufacturing industry association, he is now 

developing new ‘experiential ‘ tourism packages in his business, 

Leisure Solutions®.  

 

With a passion for industry development, Angus currently serves as 

both Chair of the Geotourism Forum of the industry association, 

Ecotourism Australia Ltd and of the Geotourism Sub Committee of 

the Geological Society of Australia. 

 

He has previously served in an executive role with Sydney’s Taronga 

Zoo, as the inaugural Director of Sydney’s former redeveloped 

Geological and Mining Museum (The Earth Exchange), and has 

managed the Mt Hotham Alpine Resort in Victoria. He also worked for 

the then NSW Department of Mineral Resources in coal and mineral 

resource development during the 1980s following mineral exploration 

roles around Australia. 

Jaclyn Thorne 

Chair, Steering Committee, Australia's Red Centre 

National Landscape and General Manager, Tourism 
Central Australia 

 
Biography 

 

Jaclyn has been working in Central Australia for almost two years in 

the role as General Manager of the Regional Tourism Association, 

Tourism Central Australia. The region is home to some of Australia’s 

most iconic landmarks, as well as rich culture and heritage. Jaclyn 

enjoys the diversity of her role which takes her as far north as Elliot 

and as far south as the SA border. She has travelled up and down 

the Territory countless times in a variety of ways including 4X4, 

airplane and even on the back of a motorbike. The timeless 

landscape, genuine local characters and dynamic community inspire 

Jaclyn every day. Prior to her landing in the heart of the country, 

Jaclyn worked for eight years in a variety of role in the Barossa, 

including as Experience Development Manager, Chateau Tanunda; 
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Barossa Regional Tourism Manager, South Australian Tourism 

Commission and Special Projects, Light Regional Council. 

 

Chris Day 

A/Director, Central Australian Parks, Parks and Wildlife 
Commission NT  

Biography 

Chris first came to Central Australia as a ranger at the Alice 

Springs Telegraph Station. It was here where he first met his wife, 

she asked him to identify a bird and the rest they say is history. 

The Larapinta Trail, one of the most spectacular hiking trails in the 

world is Chris’ favourite and one of the reasons why he loves his 

day job.  

Chris is one of those rare people who, at the age of 15 knew 

exactly what he wanted to do in life. There was only one career 

path for him.  Raised on a farm in Nairne, South Australia, Chris’ 

enlightenment came during a school camping trip to the Flinders 

Ranges. 

Fast forward five years and the newly certified ranger arrived at 

the Alice Springs Telegraph Station for his first posting. 

For Chris, nature and conservation go hand in hand and being the 

head ranger in Central Australia is not just a daily job but also a 

way of life. As Chris often says, he has the best office in the 

world.  

  

 

Paul Ah Chee 'Ngala' 
Director, Alice Springs Desert Park, Parks and Wildlife 
Commission NT 

Biography 

Paul is the current Director of the Alice Springs Desert Park, he has 

been contributing to the development of opportunities for 

engagement of Indigenous Australians within the business and 

general community. A key goal of Paul’s is to provide opportunities 

and pathways for individuals or groups to become economically 

self-sufficient with an ability to make choices about their future 

and day to day living whilst maintaining a balance of connection to 

land, culture and well being. 
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Chris 'Brolga' Barnes 

Owner, The Kangaroo Sanctuary and Star of Kangaroo 

Dundee, BBC 

Biography 

Spending 4 years living in a tin shed with no power, shower or toilet, 

Chris Barns shares his home with a mob of orphaned kangaroos.  In 

2005, ‘Brolga’, as he likes to be called, was leading a tour group out 

to Uluru, when he came across a dead kangaroo with a live baby in 

its pouch.  Brolga rescued the joey, quit his job and started a 

kangaroo education centre and rescue service in Alice Springs.  After 

years cleaning buses and stacking shelves for extra cash, in 2009 

Brolga leased a 90 acre property and the Kangaroo Sanctuary Alice 

Springs was born.  In January 2013, the BBC screened a two-part 

documentary in the UK about Brolga’s efforts to save one half of our 

coat of arms, and as a result he received tens of thousands of dollars 

in donations from viewers who were inspired by this ‘Kangaroo 

Dundee’.  But rather than spend the money on himself, Brolga will 

use the money to secure his dream – Central Australia’s first wildlife 

hospital. 

SEGRA 2014 is proudly supported by Desert Knowledge Australia, the Northern Territory 

Government, Regional Development Australia – Northern Territory, Kimberley, Wheatbelt WA, 

Midwest Gascoyne, Far north Queensland and Torres Strait, Far North, Pilbara, Goldfields 

Esperance, and Bendigo Bank.  

 

To arrange interviews with speakers please contact conference convenor Ms Kate Charters on 0408 

882871. 

For  interviews about SEGRA ,  please contact Professor  Geoff Cockfield, Founding member of 

SEGRA, (04) 0949-0073  

 

SEGRA Secretariat 
GPO Box 2301, BRISBANE, Q 4001 
Phone: (07) 3210 0021Fax: (07) 3210 0044 
WEB: www.segra.com.au/segra 
Email: info@segra.com.au 
Attention: News Editors / Chief of Staff 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
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