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THE PILBARA
•

507, 896 km2

•

Population increased from 41,000 in 2006 to 63,950 in
2013

•

In 2011, approximately 60,000 additional fly-in fly-out
workers were residing in the Pilbara

•

Standard basket of good cost 37 per cent more in the
Pilbara than the Perth metropolitan area1

•

Multiple barriers to entry for small to medium
enterprise

Source
1 State of the future: A vision for WA, CCI WA

RESOURCE SECTOR
The Pilbara is the economic powerhouse of the nation
with an economy dominated by the extraction,
processing and export of minerals and hydrocarbons.
The 2011/12 value of Pilbara minerals and petroleum
exports was AU$84b, increased from AU$4.1b in
1999/2000.
The Pilbara accounts for 80% of WA’s mineral and
petroleum production value.
The Pilbara services the offshore Carnarvon Basin,
Australia’s largest known oil and gas reserve that
earned AU$23b (22% WA total mineral's and
petroleum value) in 2011/12.

MONO-ECONOMY

Iron Ore
$48.6 billion (2012)

Oil and Gas
$24.4 billion (2012)

GLOBAL TRENDS
• The Asian century
• Climate change
• Defence and security
• Global population growth
• Digital connectivity
• Changing social values

COMPARATIVE
ADVANTAGES
•

Geographical proximity to Asia

•

Natural environment
o

Mineral wealth

o

Sunlight

o

Vast underground potable water

o

Rich soils

o

Hot rocks

o

Natural beauty

o

Tidal zones

•

Location of major industrial activity

•

Indigenous culture and heritage

•

Access to international, national and regional
markets

•

A unique combination

BIOFUELS AND
RENEWABLE ENERGY
•

Pilbara Hinterland Agricultural Development
Initiative
o

Investigating the feasibility of using surplus mine
dewater to grow food and biofuel

o

Two trial projects in partnership with mining
companies

•

Potential development opportunity as a low-cost
future energy source

•

Develop integrated transmission network

•

Additional research required to investigate:
o

Tidal power generation

o

Geothermal

o

Algae

FOOD PRODUCTION
•

The Pilbara has existing trade and export linkages
with the Asian and Middle East regions

•

Agriculture and pastoralism present the most
significant opportunities

•

Current agriculture in the region is primarily cattle
grazing, mostly for live export. Seasonality affects
the industry, opportunity to resolve.

•

Commercial fishing and aquaculture present other
unique opportunities for food production

TOURISM
•

Tourism sector has suffered from ‘crowding out’
caused by the mining sector in competition for
short stay accommodation

•

Lacks adequacy of tourism-related infrastructure,
marketing and provision of diverse
accommodation choices

•

Unique natural assets are unlike any other place in
the world

•

Identified opportunities:
o

Nature-based tourism

o

Industrial tourism

o

Indigenous tourism

o

Tourism infrastructure

o

Amenity for tourism

o

Cruise shipping

DEFENCE, MARINE
SERVICES AND EMERGENCY
RESPONSE
New security challenges will be presented with
changes in global power and competition for the
supply of energy, food and water increases.
The Pilbara Regiment is currently responsible for 1.3
million km2
Regional emergency response capacity is limited
Opportunities
• Need for increased defence presence to protect
on and offshore assets
• Emergency response capability
• PFSCUF

THE EXTRACTIVE
INDUSTRY
•

In 2012, approximately 455 million tonnes of iron
ore was exported from the Pilbara at a value of
$48.6 billion

•

The region is also a significant producer of energy,
servicing the offshore Carnarvon Basin, earning
$24.4 billion in 2012

•

The Pilbara also has the second largest gold mine
in Australia and significant deposits of copper,
manganese, nickel and uranium

•

Established infrastructure and skilled workforce
make this industry important now and in the
future

MANUFACTURING
•

Currently consists of small businesses supplying
the regional market and servicing the mining
industry

•

Potential for the Pilbara to become a logistics and
servicing hub for the oil and gas sector

•

Manufacturing has the highest multiplier of all
economic activity in the region, with every
manufacturing job creating 2.17 other jobs in the
economy

ALGAE
•

Cultivation of algae is an emerging global industry
to produce:
o Biofuels
o Health foods
o Pharmaceuticals
o Feedstock for aquaculture and agriculture

•

The Pilbara has ideal climatic conditions with
strong light intensity and low rainfall

•

Karratha is particularly suitable as there are
substantial tracts of suitable land in close
proximity to input products, sea water and carbon
dioxide

PILBARA REGIONAL
INVESTMENT BLUEPRINT
•

$1.7 billion Pilbara Cities initiative has been a major catalyst
driving significant growth and investment of the region to
address immediate needs

•

Investment in the future diversification of the Pilbara
economy will eliminate boom-bust cycles of resource sector,
making a population target of 200,000 by 2050 realistic and
sustainable

•

The blueprint will be a vision for how the Pilbara might look
in 2050 and the investment, public and private, that will be
required in the next 15 years to achieve it.

•

To inform, influence and align Government, community and
industry

•

Prioritising effort and investment and monitoring
development success

•

Aligns with opportunities highlighted in the Federal
Government’s vision for developing Northern Australia

HOW WE WILL ACHIEVE
THE 2050 VISION
• Improved land access
• Pastoral diversification
• Finance
• Insurance

• Regional incentives
• Workforce attraction
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