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Charles Sturt University, Bathurst announced as host for SEGRA 2015 

 

Charles Sturt University (CSU) in Bathurst will host the next 
conference for the organisation Sustainable Economic 
Growth for Regional Australia (SEGRA) in October 2015. 
 
The announcement was made at the SEGRA 2014 
conference dinner in Alice Springs in the Northern Territory 
on Thursday 9 October. 
 
CSU Vice-Chancellor, Professor Andrew Vann, said, "Charles 
Sturt University has a strong commitment to meeting the 
needs and aspirations of our rural and regional 

communities. 
 
"The University's mission and goals closely align with those of SEGRA, and the opportunity to host its 
next conference in Bathurst in 2015 is a practical demonstration of how we seek to provide improved 
educational outcomes and lives for Indigenous, regional, rural and remote Australians by helping our 
regional communities to thrive and prosper economically, socially and environmentally. 
 

To read more visit: http://news.csu.edu.au/latest-news/charles-sturt-university/csu-to-host-2015-segra-

conference-in-bathurst#.VFHTNvmSzjg 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      SEGRA Walks the Talk 

Sustainable Economic Growth for Regional Australia       Edition 6 – October 2014 
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http://www.csu.edu.au/about/locations/bathurst
http://news.csu.edu.au/latest-news/charles-sturt-university/csu-to-host-2015-segra-conference-in-bathurst#.VFHTNvmSzjg
http://news.csu.edu.au/latest-news/charles-sturt-university/csu-to-host-2015-segra-conference-in-bathurst#.VFHTNvmSzjg
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The Hon. Warren Truss MP 

Deputy Prime Minister of Australia 

 

Deputy Prime Minister assures Coalition Government’s is commitment to helping Australia’s regions 

pursue and seize economic development opportunities in keynote address at SEGRA 

In announcing the continuation of the RDA structure, the Deputy Prime Minister went on to say: 

“Improving productivity and unlocking economic growth in regional areas is a priority for the Government 

and I will work with the RDA Committees to ensure that each regional committee is focused on driving 

economic growth and making the most of the potential capability of their region.”  

 

RDA regional plans are now well established and development priorities are unlikely to change substantially 

over the next three to five years. 

 

RDA Committees will be funded to maintain and keep current a three to five-year regional plan that focuses 

on economic development of their region taking into account Commonwealth, state, territory and local 

government plans. 

 

Committees will advise on those priority activities that will drive regional economic development and take 

advantage of comparative advantages, based on consultation and engagement with community leaders. 

 

They will also assist local community stakeholders to develop project proposals and will help shepherd 

them to appropriate public and/or private funding sources — including the $1 billion National Stronger 

Regions Fund which I will discuss shortly. 

 

Committees will be charged with providing advice to the Government on critical issues affecting each 

region. 

 

They will also be a mechanism to increase awareness of Australian Government programmes in their 

communities. 

For a full copy of his speech please visit:  http://www.warrentruss.com/speeches.php?id=178 

 

HIGHLIGHTS OF SEGRA 2014 

 

DPM Addresses SEGRA 2014 

http://www.warrentruss.com/speeches.php?id=178
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Since SEGRA 2013, I’ve been asking the ‘what matters’ question – to date, over 200 people have 

responded and as you’d probably expect, some themes have started to emerge.  Without a doubt, the 

most common theme is family.   

As I left Alice Springs airport, I asked myself how I could start a national conversation about what 

matters.  A conversation that encourages people to dig deep and express what they really want their life 

to look like and more importantly to have the courage to bring their ‘what matters’ to life.  I didn’t get 

any further than the bookstore at the airport before a book ‘On the Road with Kids’ by John Ahern 

popped out at me.  It didn’t take long for the idea to emerge. 

The family theme + the travel idea + a national conversation.  I threw around the wackiness of the idea 

between Alice and Coffs airport and by the time I stepped back on Coffs soil I had something I could 

articulate to my husband and three kids that they wouldn’t dismiss as another one of ‘mum’s crazy 

ideas’.  And here it is… 

In January 2015, Evolve Network will be on tour.  We’ll be asking 10 regional communities in NSW and 

VIC what matters most to them and what they will do about it.  We’ll deliver this approach as a family to 

other families.  The results will be documented online and they will contribute to a book titled ‘What 

Matters and What Will You Do About It.’  Participating communities will have the option for an 

additional ‘Kickstart’ workshop –  Kickstart is a simple six step process designed to bring ‘what matters’ 

to life. 

If your community would like to participate please contact me directly via 

Kgrace@evolvenetwork.com.au or phone 02 6568 1423.  As I mentioned, Jan 2015 will be NSW and VIC 

but if you are in another state get in touch anyway – as this will be a national conversation and we will 

make our way to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 What matters – be part of a regional conversation this summer 

Kerry Grace, 

Evolve Network 

Australia 

mailto:Kgrace@evolvenetwork.com.au
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From left: Claire Johansson, Katherine Town Council, Jeanie Hall, Benalla Rural City Council  

and Cr. Pauline Royes, Etheridge Shire Council 

The winning SEGRA 2014 -15 Challenge is focused on recognising farming families linked to the original 

soldier settlement program from World War I where the Commonwealth-State established a 

cooperative process of selling or leasing Crown land to soldiers who had been demobilised following 

their war service.  Over 23,367 farms across Australia were allocated through this scheme.  . Many of 

these small settlement lots are still held by descendants of these original families.   

This challenge seems particularly apt as 25 April 2015 Australia marks the 100th anniversary of the 

ANZAC landings at Gallipoli. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to SEGRA 2014 Challenge Winners 
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Congratulations to Dr. Jen Cleary, a member of the SEGRA National Steering Committee, who has 
recently been honoured by the International Regional Science Association for her contribution to 

regional science. 
 

One of three international finalists for the ‘Best Doctoral Dissertation in Regional Science’ Dr. 
Cleary will attend the award presentation ceremony in Washington in November. 

To read more, visit: http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/IntHonForRegionalLeader.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

Challenge 5 – How might we Best Support Single Industry Towns? won the people’s choice at SEGRA this 

year.  The prize money has been donated to a local Indigenous youth service. 

 

The group developed A Generic Sustainability Project Action Flow Sheet for Rural and Remote Regional 

Service Hubs and Single Industry Towns to assist them become more self-supporting through a range of 

strategic actions.  Download a copy here: 

http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/IssuesPapers/GenericSustainabilityProjectActionFlowSheet.pdf 

Etheridge in Far North Queensland and Wiluna in Western Australia are going to look at how to utilise 

the product in their region. The success of this ‘action adoption’ will be reported at SEGRA 2015.  

Challenge Leader  

 

 

SEGRA 2014 Sparks a Host of New Ideas 

A/Prof. Peter 

Waterman 

University of the 

Sunshine Coast 

International Recognition for SEGRA National Steering Committee Member 

 

http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/2014/IntHonForRegionalLeader.pdf
http://www.segra.com.au/PDF/IssuesPapers/GenericSustainabilityProjectActionFlowSheet.pdf
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The above illustration comes from the National Conversation for Regional Policy session at SEGRA 2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Snapshot of some Key Policy Issues for Regional Australia 
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Image: Felicity Gilbert, Director – Strategy, Pilbara Development Commission (right) accepts  

the cheque from Bendigo Bank for the 2014 SEGRA Short Film Festival 

 

Producing a video highlighting the best of Pilbara living has won the Pilbara Development Commission 

first place at the inaugural 2014 SEGRA Short Film Festival.  

An initiative of the Sustainable Economic Growth for Regional Australia (SEGRA), the shortlisted films 
were screened at the annual conference dinner in Alice Springs last night highlighting the chosen theme, 
‘why I love where I live.’ 

Pilbara Development Commission Chief Executive Officer, Dr. Ken King said he was thrilled to receive the 
news of the Commission’s victory. 

“This is a big win for the whole Pilbara,” Dr. King said. 

To read more visit:  http://www.pdc.wa.gov.au/news/civic-pride-wins-pdc-top-honour-at-short-film-

festival/ 

To view the winning film and finalists of the 2014 SEGRA Short Film Festival, visit: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcA9yAKXi5HaKs6gYz2BMVQ/feed 

 

Thank you to our Sponsor  

 

 

Pilbara Development Commission Wins the 2014 Inaugural SEGRA Short Film Festival 

http://www.pdc.wa.gov.au/news/civic-pride-wins-pdc-top-honour-at-short-film-festival/
http://www.pdc.wa.gov.au/news/civic-pride-wins-pdc-top-honour-at-short-film-festival/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcA9yAKXi5HaKs6gYz2BMVQ/feed
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The RSF Collaborative Investment 

Funding Platform launched at 

SEGRA 2014. 

In the post GFC world, the need for 

broadening investment partners in 

strategic economic development 

initiatives has only grown stronger 

and the awareness of 

crowdfunding as a potential new 

funding mechanism has increased 

significantly. To accelerate the 

development of a customised 

investment platform for Regionally 

Significant Projects, Regional 

Solutions has partnered with Paul 

Niederer, CEO of the Australian 

Small Scale Offerings Board 

(ASSOB) to create a transparent 

capital raising platform. 

The RSF CIP helps 

 Local investors to invest locally; 

 Broaden project investment partners; 

 Increase local stakeholder support; 

 Delivers catalyst projects stalled by funding shortfalls. 

To find out more visit: http://www.regionalsolutions.net.au/funding-platform/ 

 

 

 

 

 

A New Investment Pathway for Regionally Significant Projects 

http://www.regionalsolutions.net.au/funding-platform/
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In response to feedback at SEGRA, Regional Solutions has developed the RSF Express 2015 Program to 

meet the timetable of the NSRF Round 2 submission deadline. RSF Express 2015 is a tailored application 

of the RSF (project development) Spiral and its systematic AAA+ process to help fast track place-based 

priority infrastructure projects.  

To find out more about the RSF Express 2015 program visit: http://www.regionalsolutions.net.au/rsf-

express-2015/ 

 

Kickstart Program 

Also available is a Kickstart Package for regions where Regional Solutions will quickly assess existing 

projects and outline a best practice action plan that will place your region at the leading edge of 

innovative and investible projects. 

For more information about the customised Kickstart Package, contact Regional Solutions at 

info@regionalsolutions.net.au 

 

RSF Express 2015 Program 

https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/ch/4892/rd8zqt/697858/6ccd2pmm3.html
https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/ch/4892/rd8zqt/697858/6ccd2pmm3.html
mailto:info@regionalsolutions.net.au
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http://spikeinnovation.com.au/ 

 
 

Colin Kinner from Spike Innovation was voted stand out conference speaker for SEGRA 2014. Colin, who 
spoke on Innovation and Entrepreneurship in Regional Australia, has over 20 years’ experience working 

with start-ups and technology-based businesses in Australia and the UK.  Colin spoke about the 
increasing recognition of innovation and entrepreneurship as important drivers of economic growth and 

highlighted the need to invest in the creation and support of catalysing and supporting high impact 
entrepreneurship. 

 
Click on the below link to view Colin’s full presentation: 

http://www.segra.com.au/segra14ConfProc/Day%202/Plenary/Colin.Kinner.pdf 
 
 

 

 

 

Many people have requested a copy of the 8 Characteristics of a Healthy Community as mentioned by 

Keynote Speaker, Peter Kenyon at SEGRA 2014. Peter has kindly provided this and it can be accessed at 

http://www.segra.com.au/segra14ConfProc/Day%201/Plenary/Peter.Kenyon.Characteristics.Paper.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://bankofideas.com.au/ 

 

Peter Kenyon 

Bank of I.D.E.A.S 

Colin Kinner 

Spike Innovation 

Colin Kinner Voted Standout Conference Speaker 

Characteristics of a Healthy Community 

 

http://spikeinnovation.com.au/
http://www.segra.com.au/segra14ConfProc/Day%202/Plenary/Colin.Kinner.pdf
http://www.segra.com.au/segra14ConfProc/Day%201/Plenary/Peter.Kenyon.Characteristics.Paper.pdf
http://bankofideas.com.au/
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 Mayor Damien Ryan, Mayor of Alice Springs and Chair, RDA Northern Territory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SEGRA NATIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE 

 

Damien was elected as Mayor of Alice Springs in March 2008, and then 
re-elected in March 2012 for a second term. 

Damien is passionate about promoting and working for the Alice 
Springs community. He works tirelessly towards making Alice Springs 
the best possible place to live, work and visit. 

Damien is currently President of the Local Government Association – 
Northern Territory (LGANT) and Chair of Regional Development 
Australia – Northern Territory (RDANT). Damien is the Chair of the 
Central Australian Hospital Network Governing Council, as appointed by 
the Minister for Health. Damien is involved in many organisations that 
all work toward the sustainable development and advancement of Alice 
Springs and the Northern Territory. Some of these include the NT 
Grants Commission, Outback Highway Development Council as Co-
Deputy Chair, the Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) as a 
board member, Alice Springs Regional Development Committee, Finke 
Desert Race as Vice-President, Alice Springs Alcohol Reference Panel, 
NT Tobacco Control Advisory Committee and Tourism Central Australia. 
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Cassandra Stipanicev, Manager of Economic and Community Development, Shire of 

Cranbrook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After a move to the country in 2008, Cassandra was appointed 
Manager Business Development at the Shire of Cranbrook in WA. She 
has developed a deep passion for regional development and for the 
growth of regional economies to support population growth and rural 
sustainability. Since 2008, Cassandra has worked with local business 
and the wider regional community on developing the strength of the 
economy in both Cranbrook and the region. She now holds the position 
of Manager of Economic and Community Development covering a wide 
portfolio of activities from business development, art and culture, 
health and education and strategic economic development.  In 2013, 
Cassandra was also responsible for the coordination and delivery of the 
suite of Integrated Planning and Reporting documents and prepared 
both the Strategic Community Plan, Corporate Business Plan and 
Community Engagement Strategy for the Shire of Cranbrook leading the 
community consultation processes and preparing the documents.   

Cassandra has a business management background working across a 
diverse range of industries and roles. She has been a consultant to 
small business for 20 years and has written a plethora of strategy, 
processes and procedural improvement plans.  She owned a food 
manufacturing business for 6 years employing 10 staff, has worked in 
mining, hospitality, retail and industrial manufacture. 

Cassandra holds a Bachelor of Business, with a double major in 
Management and Industrial Relations.  She currently holds a number of 
board and committee positions including,  Gilliamii Centre Inc 
Committee -  Chair,  SEGRA National Steering Committee, RDA Great 
Southern Committee, Hidden Treasures Tourism Group Committee, 
Lower Great Southern Water Reference Group, Lower Great Southern 
Hockey Association - Membership and Development Director. 
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Prof. Peter Waterman RFD, Adjunct Professor in Environmental Science, University of 

Sunshine Coast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for submission of articles and images for the next edition of SEGRA Walks to Talk is Monday, 
10 November 2014 

Please send your articles and images to: info@segra.com.au      

 

 

 

Peter is an environmental planner with over 37 years professional 
experience working for governmental and private sector clients. 
Professional work has encompassed: 

 strategic and statutory planning 

 intergovernmental relations 

 environmental research (physical, biological, social, economic and 
cultural); public and environmental health, and 

 natural resource and environmental management 

Peter’s formal professional qualifications are in geography, social 
science, urban planning and environmental management.  
 
Commencing work as an environmental planning consultant in 1970, 
Peter has carried out a large number of land use planning and 
environmental impact and risk assessments in all Australian States and 
Territories as well as overseas. Through this work Peter has become an 
acknowledged leader in developing integrated and holistic approaches 
to the environmental management of natural systems, industrial 
facilities and built infrastructure with a geographic focus on the coastal 
zone.  

 

mailto:info@segra.com.au
mailto:info@segra.com.au
http://www.segraaustralia.blogspot.com.au/
https://twitter.com/SEGRAau
http://au.linkedin.com/groups?gid=3894242
mailto:info@segra.com.au?subject=Please subscribe me&Body=Please insert your email signature or contact details

